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Electric moment

Fr Gary Walker
director@columban.org.au

t Easter I always think of the same things, a 
memory of an Easter Vigil in Jamaica and the 

thought "did Jesus have to go through with his Passion and 
Death? Could he have done something different to avoid a 
cruel and painful death? Did he have other options?"

My first Easter in Jamaica was in the small parish of Lucia 
on the north western coast in the diocese of Montego Bay. 
In that ‘dead time’ between the Good Friday afternoon 
service  and the Easter Vigil on Saturday night I happened 
to be in the church and noticed small wires and transparent 
plastic rings and receptacles  attached to the large wooden 
Cross we had used in the Good Friday service and I didn’t 
remember seeing these bits and pieces on it.

But their use became apparent when  the choir sang the 
Gloria during the Easter Vigil. In the time it took to sing 
the Gloria, Good Friday’s naked cross was transformed 
into a floral extravaganza symbolising the new life of the 
Resurrection. The flowers were slotted expertly and swiftly 
into the plastic rings by a couple who produced the flowers 
from the buckets hidden behind the cross. The beauty of 
these exotic flowers  combined with the syncopated  Gloria 
written by a local Jamaican priest, Fr Ho Lung,  to make this 
an electric moment for me; the congregation already knew 
what was coming.

‘Electric moment’ is what I imagined Mary experienced at 
the tomb when she realised that Jesus was not the gardener 
but the Lord.

There is a story behind the flowers and the Resurrection.

The idea and the execution of the beautiful floral Cross 
belonged to a Filipino couple, Emmy and Jolie Dadag.  

Jesus preached the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God.  In St Mark’s gospel His opposition is present  
from the start of his ministry. It is relentless and His 
conviction is equal to their hostility. Jesus has no 
illusions about their power and determination to get 
rid of Him.

They were agronomists who had secured jobs in Jamaica 
after their lives were threatened in the Philippines for 
actively opposing the Marcos regime. They took the 
warning seriously and applied for overseas appointments 
which landed them in Jamaica. After the Marcos regime 
came to an end, they decided to remain in Jamaica.

They were fortunate to have the option of moving out of 
harm’s way. They could have remained in the Philippines 
by renouncing  their political opposition but their strong 
conviction to oppose what President Marcos stood for, 
forced them into exile;  in a sense,  their options were 
limited by the strength of their convictions.

Jesus preached the Good News of the Kingdom of God.   
In St Mark’s gospel His opposition is present  from the start 
of His ministry. It is relentless and His conviction is equal 
to their hostility. Jesus has no illusions about their power 
and determination to get rid of Him. In St Luke’s gospel at 
the end of chapter nine are  words full of foreboding, “ He 
resolutely took the road to Jerusalem.”(9:54)

He could have chosen not to go to Jerusalem or toned 
down his preaching. But he could not  without renouncing 
all that he stood for, and in fact his very self. A common 
theme in the biographies of “People of Destiny”  is that the 
further they move  along their chosen path, their choices 
seem to narrow and then disappear until finally they do 
what they must do. Archbishop Oscar Romero’s life was an 
example of this. So it was with Jesus. 

The ‘electric moment’ we celebrate at Easter is that God 
did not abandon Jesus but exalted Him to a new life.  The 
gospels record this as a total surprise to the disciples.  The 
gospels also record that they committed themselves to a 
living vital Christ and not to the memory of a dead one.  
The Lord is risen!

A



No lack of talent GEORGE HOGARTY
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outh worldwide can be reluctant to take the 
initiative when it comes to organizing and 

participating in church activities. However, this hasn’t been 
my experience in Lima, Peru where I have worked as a 
missionary for the last 5 years.

Every year the youth in the parish of Our Lord of Peace in  
El Pacifico, the suburb on the Northern side of Lima, have 
been the leading protagonists in organizing and running 
the Via Crucis (Way/Stations of the Cross) on Good Friday.

The youth, aged between 16-26 years, either belong to the 
parish youth group called COPAJU (Community of Parish 
Youth) or the 200-300 young people who prepare for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation annually in the parish, which 
began life as a fledgling Columban mission 30 years ago. 
While the adults participate and join in the Stations of the 
Cross these two groups of youth supply the inspiration and 
organization for this very colourful Good Friday procession 
and generally there is no lack of talent and enthusiasm for 
the task at hand.

During Lent cloth leather and wood are bought from the 
meagre funds these youth groups have at their disposal. 

Then they set to work laboriously sewing the life-like 
Roman and Jewish costumes and fashioning the weapons 
of antiquity the actors will wear and use on the day.

On week nights, the youth gather to rehearse scripts and 
scenes for the Via Crucis committing the lines taken from 
the Scriptures to memory, the idea being to produce as real 
a presentation of Jesus’ last traumatic hours as possible.

Despite the fact that all the actors are amateurs, nothing is 
left to chance. The young man portraying Jesus has to be 
genuinely capable of  expressing the pain Jesus would have 
felt while being strong enough to carry a moderately heavy 
replica of the Cross. The Roman soldiers are usually selected 
from the burlier of the males, and the girls representing 
Mary, Veronica and the Jewish Women who accompanied 
Jesus to the Cross wail and lament as Jesus passes by on his 
3 kilometre walk to the site where he will be “crucified”.

The Roman soldiers are usually determined to give the 
women actors plenty to cry about, leaving Jesus covered in 
red welts from the lashings applied by light weight leather 
dye covered whips.
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PERU

Fr George Hogarty is currently serving in Peru.

Despite the fact that all the actors are amateurs, 
nothing is left to chance. The young man portraying 
Jesus has to be genuinely capable of  expressing 
the pain Jesus would have felt while being strong 
enough to carry a moderately heavy replica of the 
Cross.

Some of the parishioners joked that I wouldn’t make 
it to the summit and should quit while I was ahead. 
This only made me more determined to reach the 
summit. One year I thought I was doing well as I 
slowly plodded up the pathway leading to the top 
only to see 5 young men run up the hill carrying the 
cross over their heads in order to prepare for the 14th 
Station before the crowds arrived. 

During the 3 years I participated in our parish Via Crucis, 
as many as 2000 people might accompany the procession 
on any one year. The adults would stop while our youthful 
actors would re-enact the last tragic scenes of Jesus’ life 
then follow on with a more formal prayer commemorating 
each station.

The biggest challenge for me and many of the adults was 
always the final kilometre which passed through a very 
poor neighbourhood perched on a narrow, rocky  
ridge -  followed by a steep ascent to the top of the 300 
metre high Santa Cruz (Holy Cross) hill.  

Some of the parishioners joked that I wouldn’t make it to 
the summit and should quit while I was ahead. This only 
made me more determined to reach the summit. One 
year I thought I was doing well as I slowly plodded up the 
pathway leading to the top only to see 5 young men run 

up the hill carrying the cross over their heads in order to 
prepare for the 14th Station before the crowds arrived. On 
the summit our Jesus was duly strapped to the cross and 
elevated to represent the final but glorious suffering of the 
crucified Christ.

What motivates the youth of El Pacifico parish to participate 
so enthusiastically and make the Via Crucis their own?  
I believe they identify Jesus’ final sufferings with their own 
struggle in life. Perhaps the message for them and us is we 
truly have to embrace suffering if we are to understand life 
and be able to live it to the fullest.  



ffering the Gospel to the people 
of India to help them live in the 

modern world was the start of my 
vocation to be a missionary. It began 
when our local Junior Farmers Club 
invited in a speaker about a post-war 
Australian initiative on development 
in Asia called the Colombo Plan. 
One thing he said was that cattle 
in India were literally eating up the 
experimental crops. Cows were held 
as sacred so could roam where they 
liked. They had to go. If this was the 
case, I decided that I should be a 
missionary alongside the Australian 
agronomists to offer Christianity as an 
alternative religious basis for people. 
None of us live by bread alone. 

I never went to India but was 
appointed to South Korea. The 
Second Vatican Council had just 
finished. One thing the gathered 
bishops did was to restore the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA). Adult Catholics around the 
world were asked to get organized 
and invite other adults to join their 
communities, journeying with them 
in a catechetical process. Korean 
Catholics created a ‘Come and See’ 
program and in just a few decades 
church membership grew from 
300,000 to five million. It was exciting 
to be part of what the Gospel meant 
to individuals and the shaping of a 
new nation. Mission work always has 
an element of adventure. 

It was a privilege to hear personal 
stories of conversion -  a single 
mother freed from fear about her 
children, what people thought of her, 
good and bad luck spirits. Learning 
that Jesus cared for her and was 
with her everyday transformed her 
life. She was reborn as the baptismal 
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CHARLES RUE

What shapes evangelisation?
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KOREA

Korean Catholics created a ‘Come and See’ program and in just a few decades church membership grew for 
300,000 to five million. It was exciting to be part of what the Gospel meant to individuals and the shaping of a 
new nation. Mission work always has an element of adventure. 

Fr Charles Rue works at the Centre for 
Justice, Peace and Intergrity of Creation 
at the Columban Mission Institute in 
Strathfield, NSW.  
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liturgy says. At the other end of the 
social spectrum, a good but rather 
rigid Confucian gentleman learnt 
tenderness and understanding. 

Two of my treasured photos are of the 
Community Leader, Lee Monica, and 
the four people she led to baptism, 
three soldiers and a young woman. 
Monica ran a small shop in a poor 
fishing-farm village I visited once a 
month for Mass in their chapel, two 
hours by ‘fast bus’ from the parish 
centre. A woman of faith and care, 
she gathered the community twice a 
week, once for Scripture/Catechesis 
and for the Sunday prayer service.

Although it was not the direct 
aim of the RCIA, Korean parishes 
were renewed as they focused on 
evangelization. All parish work groups  
-  welcoming, block gatherings, 
women’s associations, visitors to the 
sick and bereaved, farmers, YCW, 
Legion of Mary, youth, catechists 
made a special effort at least once 
a year to invite friends, neighbours, 
relatives and people they worked 
with to an information evening. They 
began together a journey of faith 
sharing.   

Through the RCIA the spiritual 
life of Korean Catholics and their 
parishes grew as the Scriptures and 
God’s presence in the world came 
alive for them. Jesus of the Gospels 
became a person they knew. As a 
sponsor in the RCIA they shared 

their own experiences of God and 
learned to listen to how God had 
been working in the person they 
sponsored. Catholics learnt from 
Acts of the Apostles how the early 
church changed and adapted to 
new cultures. And, just as God was 
interested in forming the People of 
Israel, God was interested in helping 
them shape the emerging nation of 
South Korea founded on a vision of 
justice for all. 

Evangelisation led Korean Catholics 
to have a love for the Lectionary 
and the Prayers of the Faithful and 
also for their Korean culture, old and 
new. I had the privilege to be part 
of two major projects: to develop 
a RCIA process that helped answer 
the questions of modern Koreans; 
and to develop a daily family prayer 
book based on the Lectionary. Both 
presented the Catholic tradition but 
took writings from Korean literature 
and created prayers about their social 
situation. These projects married 
the prayers they created and their 
understanding of the Scripture with 
the concerns of a nation experiencing 
the pains of modernisation and 
emerging from a military capitalist 
dictatorship. 

In 2012 there will be a Synod in Rome 
on New Evangelisation and Catholics 
around the world are invited to 
contribute. The invitation says we 
must go beyond past definitions 

of new evangelization and vision 
a bigger calling. The church is 
missionary by nature and to serve 
God’s communication through a 
dialogue with humanity, proclaiming 
anew the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
God is the primary evangeliser and 
the Holy Spirit actively strengthens 
the church’s capacity to be a 
community immersed in the course 
of history. The invitation says that 
the church both proclaims and is a 
reflective hearer, and in the process 
evangelises itself.

Evangelisation has been at the heart 
of my missionary vocation. Most 
recently it has led me to focus on 
ecological care as integral to the 
Gospel. Earlier my focus was on 
liturgy as communal prayer discerning 
and celebrating God’s presence in 
people’s lives and social questions. 
I have been privileged to learn that 
local churches come alive when they 
focus on their own situations. The 
language they use and the challenges 
they face are of their own culture and 
its times. For me, this is mission and 
evangelization in action.    
 
Visit www.columban.org.au to view 
the video Lineamenta. 
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COLM MURPHY

Faith is stronger than fear
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Fr Colm Murphy tells of Pakistan’s Christians and why Easter Week has a special significance for them.

Ph
ot

o:
  A

P 
Ph

ot
o



   The Far East - April 2012   9

Fr Colm Murphy ministered in Burma, Korea, 
Brussels and Pakistan and is now located in 
Luxeuil-les-Bains, France.

REFLECTION

ome years ago, on a visit 
to northern Burma, I met a 

German Sister, a theologian, who 
had come to give courses to the local 
clergy. Such courses were common 
in the territories formerly entrusted 
to the Columbans, due to Burma’s 
isolation from the rest of the world 
since the years immediately following 
the Second Vatican Council. They 
were part of a necessary updating of 
the local diocesan Church.

The Church in Pakistan

The German Sister had hoped that, 
at least in that diocese in north 
Burma, there would be as many men 
as women at Sunday Mass. She was 
disappointed to find that, even there, 
women far outnumbered the men 
in the congregation. Unfortunately 
it did not strike me at the time to 
suggest that she go to Pakistan. There 
certainly she would find as many men 
as women at Mass.

Ninety percent of Pakistan’s 
population is Muslim, and in the 
practice of their religion Catholics 
want to show that they in no way 
lag behind the Muslims. Among the 
Muslim population, men occupy 
the main section of the mosque at 
Friday prayers, and do so with great 
devotion. If women participate, 
they do so through a window from 
a separate room, or from behind a 
curtain. (The same holds incidentally 
for women Jews in Orthodox 
synagogues.)

Catholic men in Pakistan are 
certainly influenced by their Muslim 
neighbours though they would be 
loath to admit it. In Pakistani churches 
men and women are normally 

separated, women on one side, 
men on the other. But in the choir 
they sing enthusiastically together, 
accompanied by the tabla (small 
drums) and baga (mini organ).

Participation on Good Friday

The largest Catholic congregations in 
Pakistan are found during Holy Week, 
and especially on Good Friday. This 
phenomenon has always prompted 
Catholic missionaries like ourselves 
to wonder why this should be. One 
reason may be because the Muslims 
do not accept either the crucifixion or 
the resurrection.

 According to the Koran, Jesus is the 
second among the prophets after 
Mohammed. They even believe that 
it is Jesus who will come at the end 
of the world to judge us. But they 
cannot accept that a prophet would 
die on a cross, and there can be no 
resurrection without a death. It is clear 
then why Catholics would want to 
demonstrate their faith in these two 
great mysteries by their enthusiastic 
participation in these rites. But, the 
Good Friday rites draw by far the 
largest crowds and perhaps there is 
yet another reason for that.

Identification with the Crucified

Christians lead extremely hard lives 
in Pakistan. Most are from the lowest 
castes and can only find work doing 
the most humiliating tasks. Typically 
they find jobs sweeping the streets 
and public places. Consequently 
they are always poor and poverty 
in Pakistan can be extremely cruel. 
Besides, though the great majority of 
educated Muslims are tolerant and 

wish their children to be educated 
in Catholic schools, there are many 
extremists who want Pakistan to be 
totally Muslim. Illiterate people are 
at the mercy of these fanatics and 
blindly follow them.

The largest Catholic 
congregations in Pakistan are 
found during Holy Week, and 
especially on Good Friday. 
This phenomenon has always 
prompted Catholic missionaries 
like ourselves to wonder why this 
should be. 

Like other minorities in Pakistan, 
Christians are really persecuted. At 
the present time two women stand 
accused of blasphemy. One has 
already been sentenced to death, the 
other’s case is still in process. Even 
minor disagreements, or the desire to 
take over a Christian’s land, can lead 
to false charges of blasphemy. 

In such a climate, Pakistani Catholics 
easily identify with the Christ of 
Good Friday and they flock to the 
ceremonies on that day. They come 
in great numbers on Holy Saturday 
also. On Easter Sunday Masses will 
begin very early, at six or seven 
o’clock and will continue until all the 
faithful Catholics have been able to 
participate. The Pakistani are truly 
faithful. Please remember them in 
your prayers this Holy Week.

Ninety percent of Pakistan’s population is Muslim, and in the practice of their religion Catholics want to show 
that they in no way lag behind the Muslims. 

S
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Life is not quite like that
PETER WOODRUFF

hen Clotilde Nonato was a 
small girl living on one of 

the huge cotton farms, “haciendas”, 
a few kilometres north of Lima her 
grandparents would tell her about life 
when they were still black slaves.  

Clotilde was born in 1900.  Her 
surname is significant - “not born”.  It 
refers to Caesarean section or literally 
not born naturally.  It is unknown 
whether this refers directly to Clotilde 
or her lineage.  Aged 19 years her 
parents arranged her marriage to an 
older man.  She bore him two children 
and then discovered that he had other 
women, so with her children, she left 
the hacienda to make a life for herself 
in Lima.

The 1920s in Lima were anything but 
dull – rise of the urban working class, 
emerging new political movements 
and the beginnings of the movement 
of country people to the big city.  
Clotilde found work as a butcher in a 
local market in an area that became, 
under Columban missionary auspices, 
the parish of San Martin de Porres.

She worked hard at her trade for many 
years but had to retire in her 70s when 
a stroke paralysed the arm she used 
to swing the meat axe.  She never 
entrusted herself to another man but 
she did have three more partners and 
bore a total of 14 children.  She loved 
life and lived it to the full in a variety 
of ways.

Hers was a hard life but she never 
became a hard woman, but was she 
tough! - tough and loving.  She had 
a deep faith in God and expressed 

her faith via the forms of popular 
religious practice typical of Peruvian 
Catholicism.

Being black she was a devotee of 
Martin de Porres, who was canonised 
in 1962, the year she turned 62 years 
of age.  She was also a parishioner of 
the first parish ever named after San 
Martin de Porres.  In fact, the parish 
was called Blessed Martin before he 
was declared a saint.

Fr John O’Connell was the Columban 
parish priest who oversaw to 
completion the magnificent church 
built to honour the new saint.  When 
John’s mother died during his first 
year on mission and just before 
Christmas, Clotilde told John that 
she would adopt him as her son and 
treated him as such until she died.

She looked after a few other priests 
too, including yours truly.  One 
weekday morning I was on the 7.00 
a.m. mass and the readings were 
about love, so I preached on that 
topic.  After Mass Clotilde sidled up 
to me and complimented me on the 
sermon and then added that life is not 
quite like what I had said or implied.  
She went on to tell me about her 
life.  For a long time after that I shied 

After Mass Clotilde sidled up to 
me and complimented me on 
the sermon and then added that 
life is not quite like what I had 
said or implied.  She went on to 
tell me about her life.  For a long 
time after that I shied away from 
talking about love in my sermons.

Fr Peter Woodruff was on mission in Peru for 
many years and resides at St Columbans in 
Essendon.

away from talking about love in my 
sermons.

At the end of the day, Clotilde’s 
biggest impact on me was her 
belief in the risen Christ and her 
capacity to continue loving to the 
end.  Abandonment, hardship, 
disappointment and loneliness did 
not stop her walking that path.  Tough 
and loving to the end she stands high 
in Columban memory.

Clotilde died in 1989.

Note by Fr Leo Donnelly, Lima, 
Peru, on Martin Varela

This portrait of Clotilde Nonato 
was painted by Martin Varela.  It 
has been thanks to Columban 
benefactors that he is becoming 
a real success as a painter.  Five 
years ago his first painting of 
the “Washing of the feet” was 
featured on the cover of The Far 
East.  It was this painting that 
got us, here in Lima, interested 
in helping him with his studies 
in Fine Arts.  He gained entrance 
into “The Catholic University” 
in Lima.  While studying he 
has produced more than thirty 
commissions, sold mostly in 
Australia but also in Ireland and 
Peru.  At this point his strength 
seems to be in portraiture, but he 
is also proving adept at scenery.

W
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The great poverty divide
SHAY CULLEN
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anuel a semi-illiterate teenager just rescued from 
the filthy jails of Metro Manila was longing to see 

his parents and family. He told us that they had no home 
and lived on the street. They had a food stall near Baclaran 
Church and lived there under a plastic sheet. They eked out 
a living selling bananas cooked in recycled vegetable oil 
and brown sugar to the church goers at the weekly novena 
and daily masses.

Both rich and poor came for the Wednesday novena 
prayers. The poor being the vast majority were begging 
divine help to find enough food for their families and 
medicines for their sick and the irresponsible and 
unrepentant rich praying for forgiveness and donating 
coins for a ticket to heaven. Alas that’s the great divide; the 
poor trying to live for a few days more, the rich trying to live 
forever.

Blessed are the responsible well off rich people, the 
Zacchaeus people of this world who are enlightened and 

see the social and human reality and are determined to use 
their influence and resources to change it for the better. 
They are agents of change and have compassion for the 
poor, the exploited and the abused, and they dedicate their 
talents, wealth and efforts to change this unjust divide 
between the haves and have not. But it’s not an easy task. 
In Davos, Switzerland the world leaders have lost their way. 
Greed and excess have damaged the world economy and 
they can’t fix it.

Trying to make this a more honest, loving and 
compassionate world where equality and justice reigns 
is the true goal of Christianity. When Jesus of Nazareth 
proclaimed that it was coming, the corrupt rich elite called 
him a blasphemer and a rebel, a danger to the nation and 
to their elite status and tortured him and handed down 
the death penalty in cruelest way possible. Today around 
the world, human rights advocates and those committed 
social workers dedicated to helping the victims of abuse 

M
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Fr Shay Cullen has been a missionary in the Philippines since 1969.

The irresponsible rich and their deluded followers 
call such heroic striving for spiritual and social 
transformation class warfare, Jesus called it the road 
to the Kingdom of God where the poorest and their 
supporters would live in dignity and be the most 
blessed instead of being the most despised and 
cursed.

PHILIPPINES

and hardship, work to bring about a just society based 
on democracy and greater equality. They are vilified and 
condemned, tortured and killed. Yet more heroes rise up to 
take their place and carry on the mission.

The irresponsible rich and their deluded followers call 
such heroic striving for spiritual and social transformation 
class warfare, Jesus called it the road to the Kingdom of 
God where the poorest and their supporters would live in 
dignity and be the most blessed instead of being the most 
despised and cursed.

In the Philippines there is much to be done to reduce 
hunger and poverty. In a recent survey made in December 
2011, 45 % of those surveyed said they were poor, that’s 
an improvement from the previous year when 52% said 
they were poor. Another 36% of those surveyed said they 
experienced hunger. The Philippine situation still remains 
“serious” according to the Global hunger index.

Back at Manila's suburban Parañaque jail, a group of visiting 
German Parliamentarians from the Economic Cooperation 
and Development Committee led by the dedicated human 
rights defender chairperson Dagmar Wohri saw the worst 
of all. They were visiting the jails and witnessing the 
overcrowded cells of hungry inmates, minors among them, 
so symbolic of the condition of the urban poor squeezed 
into shacks and shanties and living on scraps and recycled 
left-overs.

The committee will be reviewing their assessment of 
the Philippines as a semi-developed middle-income 
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country as some agencies rate it and will hopefully deliver 
development aid in a way that directly impacts on the lives 
of the poor.

There is hope that justice will emerge. The government of 
President Aquino is fighting corruption, and social welfare 
secretary Corazon “Dinky” Juliano-Soliman is delivering 
poverty reduction programs through conditional cash 
transfers. Cash transfers will ease the hunger for a while 
and will get more children vaccinated and into school, 
they will not change the deeply rooted causes of poverty 
and hunger in the Philippines. That’s due to the structural 
inequality in society where the 1% of the 96 million people 
owns 70% of the wealth. That calls for government reform 
and a just redistribution of wealth in such a way that the 
poor will develop through equal opportunity into a strong 
dignified middle class. But first human and civil rights must 
be top priority.
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TEDDY COLLINSHospital visit

This is an account of a missionary adaptng to the local environment. 
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ast week a boil suddenly 
appeared on my jaw. As it was 

about to come to a head I decided 
to sterilize a needle and squeeze the 
goo out of it. This worked fine the first 
day so I covered it with a Band -Aid 
and thought that was the end of the 
matter. Next day it had filled again 
and I needed an elastoplast to cover 
it.

 The day following it was bigger still 
and looked like Vesuvius after an 
eruption! I needed a hospital style 
dressing to cover it-fortunately my 
niece had given me a few as part of an 
emergency first-aid kit.

By now it was obvious that I needed 
medical help so I was advised to go 

to a clinic for foreigners in the No.1 
University Hospital. My colleague 
came along to act as interpreter. Our 
first difficulty was to find the clinic.

The porter said it didn’t exist 
and directed us to the ordinary 
Outpatients Clinic. My companion 
assured me he had been told by a 
Chinese teacher that the clinic was 
in the grounds so we went in search 
of it. We enquired at a building that 
looked clinic-like and met a very 
helpful young man who said he was 
a secretary. He made a telephone call 
and a young lady appeared who said 
she would bring us to the clinic. She 
did so and soon told us a doctor was 
on his way from his home in the city 
and would soon arrive.

The doctor turned out to be a 
professor from the Medical University. 
He was joined by another colleague. 
They removed the dressing and 
seemed surprised by the goo 
emerging from the boil. At first he 
thought it was caused by a tooth 
problem but I explained through my 
interpreter that I thought it was a boil. 

He seemed to think the infection 
might have been caused by a 
mosquito bite but then decided it 
was a cyst. He asked a nurse to take 
my temperature and she gave me a 
thermometer to put under my arm. 
She promptly forgot about it, as 
did the rest of us, and I discovered 
it 15 minutes later!  Meanwhile the 
professor set about cleaning the cyst 

L



and decided to call in another young 
doctor to ask him to lance it.

By now they discovered I didn’t have 
a temperature so the nurse was asked 
to take some blood for tests. I had 
brought a syringe with me in case I 
had to have an injection as I had been 
told some hospitals re-use needles. In 
deference to the professor I decided 
not to produce it and in the confusion 
I forgot to check if the nurse had fitted 
a new needle to remove the blood 
sample!

I was asked to lie on the couch and 
the doctor applied some kind of local 
anesthetic to the cyst and proceeded 
to lance it. It hurt but not a lot. He 
then covered it with a dressing and 
the professor gave me a prescription 
for my local hospital  for a series of 
injections. He assured me that I need 
not be nervous of my local hospital; 
‘They are my students so it’s OK,’ he 
said!  He then offered to send me 
home in his car but was assured that 
would not be necessary.

As we came away my companion 
noted that there was a notable 
absence of any type of high tech 
medicine. While the doctor wore a 
face mask to lance the cyst he did 
not wear surgical gloves. The room 
itself was a bit seedy and could have 
done with a coat of paint. I noticed 
a few mosquitoes flying around the 
room. We both agreed that the milk 
of human kindness was there in 
abundance but it would have been 
reassuring to have seen a bit more 
consciousness of the need for basic 
hygiene.

If you are wondering about the bill, 
I should tell you that I sent it to the 
Foreign Affairs Office, who are obliged 

Fr Teddy Collins is an Irish Columban priest who was an associate priest in Chile from  
1988 - 1994. He joined the Columban Mission Society in 1997 and has been teaching in 
Universities in China ever since.
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CHINA

Fr Teddy Collins is a Columban priest 
teaching in China.

 I noticed a few mosquitoes 
flying around the room. We 
both agreed that the milk of 
human kindness was there in 
abundance but it would have 
been reassuring to have seen a bit 
more consciousness of the need 
for basic hygiene.

One aspect of the procedure 
did surprise me. The Chinese are 
extremely prudish when it comes 
to referring to the body. The 
Victorians were trendy liberals 
compared to the average Chinese. 

to pay it according to my work 
contract. It amounted to $20! 

The local hospital did not measure up 
to the professor’s generous words. I 
had no hesitation in producing my 
own syringe and had to insist that 
I use the pre-injection swab as the 
nurse thought it totally unnecessary! 
I have to say that the hospital in 
rural Chile was like the Mayo Clinic 
compared to the one here. I hope I 
don’t need it again!

One aspect of the procedure 
did surprise me. The Chinese are 
extremely prudish when it comes to 
referring to the body. The Victorians 
were trendy liberals compared to 
the average Chinese. Sex is never 
mentioned in public and any form of 

nudity is strictly taboo. Imagine my 
reaction then when the nurse said to 
me; ‘Sit on that high stool and drop 
your trousers.’  

At the same time a lady patient was 
being instructed to do the same with 
her posterior. 

There were no screens of any kind 
so both of us studiously avoided 
glancing in each other’s direction, and 
both of us tried to pretend the other 
just wasn’t there! In the meantime 
people were wandering in and out 
as if the place was a cafeteria!! I 
won’t say I’m in danger of becoming 
an exhibitionist but by the time I 
was on my sixth injection I was as 
unconcerned as any Chinese!
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Mission World
We ask your prayers:  The prayers of our readers are requested for the 
repose of the souls of friends and benefactors of St Columbans who died 
recently: also for the spiritual and the temporal welfare of all our readers, 
their families and friends.

Mission Intention for April
That the risen Christ may be a sign of certain hope for the men and women of the African continent. 
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Save Korea's Jeju Island

Columbans, other missionaries in 
Korea, and the actor Robert Redford are 
all supporting a campaign by villagers 
in Korea to save their island paradise 
from being turned into a military 
base. Columban Fr Pat Cunningham 
has written from Seoul that he is “just 
back in from a candle light vigil here 
in Seoul where emotions were really 
running high!” He described “a sense 
of disbelief and anger” about the 
destruction of Jeju Island.

Robert Redford has spoken out in 
support of the Island, saying:  

“I am moved and impressed that the 
residents near the coastline have been 
waging a fierce nonviolent struggle 
to stop the base. They’ve used their 
bodies to block bulldozers and cement 
trucks, sacrificed their personal 
freedom, been beaten and imprisoned, 
and paid heavy fines…I think the least 
that environmentalists, peace activists 
and supporters of democracy can do is 
express our outrage.”  
The pristine coastline of Jeju Island, a 
culturally and ecologically unique land 
off the southern coast of the Korean 
peninsula faces destruction. It seems 
motivated by the United States’ urge 

to encircle China with its Aegis anti-
ballistic system – something China 
has called a dangerous provocation 
– and by the South Korean navy’s 
construction of a massive naval base 
for aircraft carriers, submarines and 
destroyers to carry Aegis. 

Robert Redford has spoken out 
in support of the Island, saying: “I 
am moved and impressed that the 
residents near the coastline have 
been waging a fierce nonviolent 
struggle to stop the base. 

If you’re wondering why this isn’t better 
known, it’s certainly not the fault of 
Jeju villagers. Those tangerine farmers 
and fishing families have been camping 
out on the endangered coast for five 
years, putting their lives on the line to 
protect it. They include the legendary 
women sea divers of Jeju who harvest 
abalone on lungpower alone, knowing 
that oxygen tanks could cause them to 
over-harvest. They’ve used their bodies 
to block bulldozers and cement trucks, 
sacrificed their personal freedom, 
been beaten and imprisoned, and 
paid heavy fines for “obstructing” 
the business of the navy and such 
construction companies as Samsung 
and Daelim. Yet, hundreds of acres 
of fertile farmland have already been 
bulldozed to prepare for concrete, and 
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The always brave and smiling Fr Moon surrounded by police. 



Editorial

Faith and courage
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TFE@columban.org.au
Fr Dan Harding

caissons would extend this dead zone 
into the sea.

Jeju isn’t just any island. It has just been 
selected as one of the “Seven Wonders 
of Nature” for its breathtaking beauty, 
unique traditions and sacred groves. 
Of the world’s 66 UNESCO Global 
Geoparks, nine are on Jeju Island. It is 
also culturally unique with a tradition 
of balance between people and nature, 
women and men, that causes it to be 
called Women’s Island. It is also known 
as Peace Island.

In February, international peace 
campaigners entered a restricted 
explosives area on a Korean island to 
protest the island’s destruction. Fr Pat 
Cunningham says he is amazed by the 
tenacity and courage shown by the 
villagers and activists alike who are in a 
struggle to save the living sacred rock 
around which villagers identity is so 
closely alligned. “People are grateful for 
the international solidarity shown”.

For more information:  
SAVEJEJUISLAND.ORG

Fr Denis Carter works in Mission 
Awareness, Spirituality and the Web in 
the Solihull UK

n my new role as Editor of The Far East, I am constantly 
reminded of my own good fortune. I do not have to 

struggle to find a meal or somewhere to sleep. I have family and 
friends who support and love me.

In the April edition of The Far East we see the unrelentless 
struggles of the people in the Philippines, the trafficked in 
Taiwan and the fight for justice in Korea to prevent Jeju Island, 
a culturally and ecologically unique land being turned into a 
military base.

However, in the midst of these struggles, in this edition of The 
Far East, we see people year after year openly demonstrating 
their remarkable faith during Easter, with massive attendances 
at Church and participation in the Stations of the Cross.

Easter is a time for us to think about the faith and courage of 
the Columbans and the people they work with. It is also a time 
to pray that these people will not be abandoned, just as Jesus 
was not abandoned by God in his time of struggle.

As we eagerly wait for the joy of the celebration of the Risen 
Lord on Easter Sunday, let us fill our minds and hearts with 
hope and gratitude.

We welcome the life-giving presence of   God who guides and 
sustains us. 

I

http://savejejuisland.org/Save_Jeju_Island/Welcome.html


Honorary Fellow
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PAT MCINERNEY

olumban Father Reverend Doctor Patrick McInerney 
has recently been awarded the title of Honorary 

Fellow of Australian Catholic University (ACU).  This title 
acknowledges his outstanding promotion of dialogue, 
mutual understanding, respect and collaboration between 
Christians and followers of other religions.

The letter advising him of this award also appreciates Fr 
McInerney’s interest in the University’s activities and looks 
forward to his association with the Faculty of Theology and 
Philosophy and the Asia-Pacific Centre for Inter-religious 
Dialogue in particular.  

Fr McInerney is currently the Director of the Columban 
Mission Institute in Strathfield NSW and the Coordinator 
of its Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations and its Centre 

for Mission Studies.  It is in these capacities that his many 
and varied activities in interfaith relations have come to the 
attention of the University and led to this award.   
Fr McInerney is very grateful to the University for 
this honorary title and will use it to further promote 
understanding and friendship between Christians and 
people of other faiths.  

With people of different faiths living, working and playing 
side-by-side in cities, suburbs and towns throughout 
Australia, building better relations between them is an 
integral part of preaching and living the Gospel message 
in our day.  It is is also a very important part of building 
social cohesion in our society.  Globally, Christians make up 
around one third of the world’s population and Muslims 
one fifth, so that together we constitute just over half of 
the world’s population.  Hence, building better mutual 
understanding and relations between Christians and 
Muslims is vital for promoting peace in our world.  

With people of different faiths living, working and 
playing side-by-side in cities, suburbs and towns 
throughout Australia, building better relations 
between them is an integral part of preaching and 
living the Gospel message in our day. 

Fr McInerney is currently the Director of the Columban Mission 
Institute in Strathfield NSW and the Coordinator of its Centre for 
Christian-Muslim Relations and its Centre for Mission Studies. 

Although the number of Muslims in Australia is 
comparatively small (1.7% in the 2006 census), their image 
looms large in public consciousness because of media 
reports on events in other parts of the world.  However, 
precisely because we do not have the histories of animosity 
that can all too easily mar relations between people of 
different faiths, we in Australia can build new models of 
multi-faith and multi-cultural living that can be an example 
for the rest of the world.  The lessons that we learn and the 
practices that we develop here can then become a resource 
for other countries.  Hence the importance of interfaith 
work not only for Australia but for the world. 

The acknowledgement is a tribute to all staff of the 
Christian Muslim Relations Centre.
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Fr Patrick McInerney 
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Credit for the poor

When we were starting out, I remember asking him 
why we had to give priority to lending to the poor 
when they did not have the capacity to pay. 

Fr Seán Connaughton has done so much to help Filipinos break out of poverty and 
become successful entrepreneurs.

   r Seán Connaughton, or Fr Seán as he is fondly 
called by the *KAZAMA Grameen Inc. (KGI) family, 

is a Columban priest from Ireland. He was assigned to 
the Philippines in 1962 to help build God’s Kingdom. He 
undertook that task with passion and conviction. 

KGI was created as a result of Seán’s work with cooperatives. 
At one stage he was involved in training programmes with 
28 different cooperatives, in an attempt to give individuals 
and groups power over their own lives. The cooperatives 
did well for a time, but then most of them died, either 
because the people did not have the collateral, or the 
money to pay the fixed deposit. Around 1988 he came 
across the Grameen Bank which operates on a trust basis - 
no collateral, no fixed deposit. 

Fr Seán started with 18 members. Education was essential. 
Prospective members had to attend a seven-night seminar 
ending with an examination. 

The rules of Grameen were demanding: if one person failed 
the exam, the whole group had to re-do it a month later! 
This initial process eliminated people who had no discipline. 

When the selection of candidates for loans was made, 
generally those who were poorest were selected, but also 
those who showed that they were capable of honouring 
their commitments. 

Fr Seán has returned to Ireland and continues to monitor and support 
the Filipino-led KGI from afar. 

Reprinted with permission “Mag-KAZAMA”, a publication of KAZAMA 
Grameen, Inc. Philippines.

The organization grew rapidly and now more than 20 
years later, KGI has 27, 786 active members, and the total 
of members served over the years is 54,879. KGI can boast 
an overall repayment rate of 98% of the loans issued. 
It employs a staff of 183 persons. Its efforts are paying 
off in the thousands of growing businesses earning 
supplementary income so that the poor can put food on 
the table, repair their homes, start a small business, and 
even send their children to college.

F

Ruben Rianzares, the present chief officer of KGI, writes, 
“Fr Seán is a champion of the poor. When we were starting 
out, I remember asking him why we had to give priority to 
lending to the poor when they did not have the capacity to 
pay. He explained that this lack of financial capacity requires 
us not to be complacent or to accept the status quo; rather 
it should drive us to action.” 
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A new business thanks to Kazama Grameen.
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Nightmare of the trafficked
DAN MCALOON

or the Australian Columban 
Missionary, Fr Peter O’Neill, 

the human cost of trafficking is a 
daily reality he confronts as chaplain-
coordinator of the Hsinchu Catholic 
Diocese Migrant and Immigrants 
Service Centre (HMISC) in the city of 
Hsinchu. The centre is one of three 
set up by the Catholic Diocese of 
Hsinchu which deals with issues of 
abused migrant workers, including 
their rehabilitation, job seeking and 
advocacy.

There are about 150 trafficked 
people sheltered by the HMISC. In 
his fifth year as HMISC coordinator, Fr 
Peter’s work time is divided between 
coordinating the running of the 
three centres, reporting to Hsinchu’s 

Catholic Bishop John Baptist Lee 
Keh-mien, and educating Taiwan’s 
legal and political leaders about the 
scourge of people trafficking.

Last year the centre monitored the 
progress of the well-publicised case 
of three Indonesian women who 
surrendered themselves to police 
after escaping a popular Hsinchu 
restaurant, ‘The Roasted Duck’, where 
they had been held in servitude in a 
cycle of 18-hour work shifts.

 “We recognised these women as 
trafficked people and gave them 
shelter and helped them to find new 
work,” says Peter. 

In return for the right to work in 
Taiwan the three women agreed 

to cooperate with immigration 
authorities to bring a prosecution 
against the restaurant owner. It is 
seen as another test of the fledgling 
Human Trafficking Prevention Act 
that was introduced into Taiwanese 
law in 2009. Whereas previously only 
one arcane statute could be used for 
the prosecution of human traffickers, 
the recent act is a specific law with 
penalties for convicted offenders 
that include up to seven years 
imprisonment.

The HMISC’s ministry operates on 
the three principles of Prevention, 
Protection and Prosecution. “The 
cases can go for a year in the courts 
and these are the ones which have 
already been tested in a magistrate’s 
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Fr Peter O'Neil and supporters march for justice. 
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Dan McAloon works in Catholic Media as a 
freelance journalist.

court to determine if sufficient 
evidence exists to warrant mounting 
a prosecution under the act,” says 
Peter. In all, justice can be a drawn-out 
process. Subject to delays and legal 
challenges any one case may stretch 
across several years.

The Taiwanese government offers 
funding for each trafficked person 
who cooperates in the legal process. 
Meanwhile the centre offers 
accommodation and looks to place 
the person in a legitimate job. But 
rehabilitation of the traumatised 

person takes time. They often bear 
physical injury and scars on their 
bodies and the psychological scars of 
feeling worthless and used. Numbed 
by their experience they are at first 
incredulous to their predicament as a 
trafficked person, says Peter. “They are 
agog and asking ‘But how did I end up 
here?’” 

Rehabilitation includes counselling 
and education that seeks to empower 
the trafficked person to understand 
the parlous bargains that drew them, 
naively, to this very place. “With 
education comes knowledge that 
they were people unscrupulously 
exploited by others. This is vital 
information hard won that they can 
share with others to prevent the crime 
being repeated,” says Peter.

 “We recognised these women as 
trafficked people and gave them 
shelter and helped them to find 
new work,” says Peter. 

In the demands of his job Peter says 
he draws strength from his fellow 
Columbans in Hsinchu and from 
personal prayer. His first prayer of the 
morning is a reflection on what he 
needs to do to get through that day. 
“I ask Jesus to give me the voice of the 
voiceless. I pray to the God of justice, 
compassion and love. And I really 
feel that God gives me the energy to 
keep going because it is more than 
human energy, it’s spiritual strength 
that comes from my relationship with 
God.”

Fr Nguyen Van Hung  
is interviewed by the media.
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ecause of its association with the Baptism of Jesus, 
the River Jordan is probably the best known river 

in the world.  All three synoptic gospels Matthew, Mark and 
Luke describe this event. Matthew writes that “at that time 
Jesus arrived from Galilee and came to John at the Jordan 
to be baptised by him.

As soon as Jesus was baptised, he came up out of the water. 
Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God coming down like a dove and lighting on him. Then a 
voice said from heaven. “This is my Son, the beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased.”  (Matt. 3: 13 -16; Mark 1: 9-11; Luke 
3: 21-22). 

It is clear that each of the Synoptic writers views the 
Baptism of Jesus as a crucial moment in his life, where He is 
affirmed by His Father and He also committed Himself to a 
Messianic ministry which would be very different from the 
prevailing aspirations of many contemporary Jews, because 
it would involve suffering and ultimately death.  

At the end of Matthew’s gospel Jesus tells his disciples: 
“Go, then to all peoples everywhere and make them my 
disciples: baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit and teach them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And I will be with you always, to 
the end of the age,” (Matt. 28:19-20). In the early Church, as 
is clear from Paul’s letter to the Romans, baptism literally 
meant going down into the waters.  

Artists have painted the baptism of Jesus and during the 
1960s many of us danced to the song “Michael Row the Boat 
Ashore” sung by Peter, Paul and Mary. The lyrics proclaimed 
that the “River Jordan is chilly and cold, hallelujah, chills the 
body and not the soul, hallelujah.”  

Whatever about chilling the body, one would not expect 
that the waters of the Jordan could poison someone and 
make them sick.  But that is no longer true.  A news item 
in The Jerusalem Post on July 28, 2010 entitled, “Pollution 
prevents Jordan River baptisms,” claims that the site where 
Jesus was baptized is in danger of being declared off limits 
to pilgrims because the waters are heavily polluted.  

Qasar al-Yahud is the place on the Jordan where tradition 
holds that Jesus was baptised. It is located a few kilometres 
from where the Jordan enters the Dead Sea.  It is the third 
most popular site for Christian pilgrims after the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and the Church of the 

Nativity in Bethlehem. Almost 100,000 visitors, mostly 
Christians, visit the site each year.

In July 2010, the site was closed to visitors in order to allow 
the Jordan waters to be properly tested. Recent samples 
have shown that the water is polluted with high levels of 
raw sewage, agricultural chemicals from pesticides and 
fertilizers and hormone-enriched effluent from fish farms 
in the area.  One reason why the waters are so polluted is 
that more than 98% of the river water is now diverted for 
irrigation use by Israel, Syria and Jordan.

The Israeli Ministry of Tourism is concerned about the 
pollution of the Jordan, not for religious reasons, but 
because the country will lose valuable dollars and  euro if 
the site is no longer open to pilgrims.  In fact, in an effort 
to attract more pilgrims Israel spent around $2 million 
upgrading the site making it wheelchair accessible, 
providing shade from searing heat of the sun, baptismal 
decks and other facilities.

In the Rite of Baptism the prayer of blessing over the 
baptismal water states that the waters of the Jordan were 
made holy by the Baptism of Jesus. To date, I have not seen 
any Christian religious leader making the link between the 
life-giving reality of pure baptismal water, the polluted state 
of the Jordan and the need to restore its water quality as 
soon as possible. Until such connections become routine, 
the Church’s understanding and response of the ecological 
crisis will be seriously lacking.

It also raises questions about our sacramental theology and 
practice. Can polluted water be used to baptise people?

The River Jordan is polluted
SEAN MCDONAGH

Fr Sean McDonagh is a researcher on justice and peace issues and 
more recently ecological challenge.
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The poverty divide
Father Shay Cullen, nominated three times for 
the Nobel Peace Prize, has worked protecting 
women and children and human rights in the 
Philippines for the last 40 years.

His mission for justice and peace is ecumenical 
and open to people of all faiths.

Father Shay Cullen established *PREDA 
Foundation in Olongapo city, the Philippines, 
in 1974 to promote human rights, justice and 
peace. 

Thank you for your support of Fr Shay’s 
important mission.

Please accept my                VISA             MASTERCARD        
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Dear Father, Please accept this is as a donation.
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Send to: Fr Gary Walker     St Columbans Mission Society, PO Box 752, Niddrie  Vic.  3042
Fr Michael Gormly    St Columbans Mission Society, PO Box 30-017, Lower Hutt 5040, New Zealand

St Columbans Mission Society A.B.N. 17 686 524 625
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MONTHLY 
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*PREDA - People's Recovery Empowerment and Development Assistance Foundation, Inc. www.preda.org



Please accept my               VISA            MASTERCARD        

Online Subscriptions: www.columban.org.au
St Columbans Mission Society A.B.N. 17 686 524 625

Please accept my:      Credit Card (Fill in details below)      Money Order      Cheque     

ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY
Australia    Britain    Chile    China    Fiji    Ireland

Japan    Korea    Myanmar    New Zealand    Pakistan    Peru

Philippines    Taiwan    United States

www.columban.org.au

 $  TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
MONTHLY 

       I WISH TO HELP ON A REGULAR BASIS:
 QUARTERLY 

 $

NAME

ADDRESS

                                           POSTCODE

EMAIL

ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY
PO Box 752  Niddrie Victoria Australia 3042
TFE@columban.org.au

THE FAR EAST SUBSCRIPTION

 $Donation to Columban Mission

“The Far East” Subscription (AUD$15 per year)  $

SIGNATUREEXPIRY DATENAME ON CARD (PLEASE PRINT)
/

A
pr

il 
20

12

                              
                                                                                                  

COLUMBAN MISSION MAGAZINE

APRIL 2012               

The Far East
PRICE $1.50             

 
 
 

First increase in 18 years

THE FAR EAST MAGAZINE

Now $15.00 p.a 
 

Effective 01 April, 2012

http://www.columban.org.au/columban-shop/shop-category/the-far-east/
http://www.columban.org.au/columban-shop/shop-category/the-far-east/

